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House File 823, signed by Governor Culver
in the spring of 2010, requires lowa schools
to use green cleaning products. By doing so,
schools reduce exposure to toxic chemicals
by students and staff as well as protecting
ground water systems.

What is 'green cleaning’

Green Cleaning is designed to reduce
indoor air pollution by using less-toxic
cleaning chemicals and equipment that is
more effective at capturing particulate
matter. Green cleaning products can be as
effective as traditional cleaning products and
can be competitively priced to be essentially
costneutral  when compared to their
traditional counterparts.

Green Cleaning Resources

Responsible

Purchasing ) RP
Network ( RPN ) is ) P

an outstanding
resource for learning about environmentally
friendly purchasing policies and certified
green cleaning products. Two certification
standards featured in RPN are Ecologo and
Green Seal.

Ecologo is the standards-based labeling
system in the Environmental Choice Program
(ECP), Environment
Canada’s  ecolabeling
program. The program

certifies a range of products, including hand
cleaners, window & glass cleaners, boat &
bilge cleaners, vehicle cleaners, degreasers,
cooking appliance cleaners, cleaning
products with low potential for environmental
illness and endocrine disruption, bathroom
cleaners, dish cleaners, carpet cleaners, and
disinfectants

Green Seal is a W SE4y
Washington D.C.based (& um

nonprofit, independent & £ g
standard-setting :
organization certifying a
range of products and
services, including general purpose cleaners,
bathroom cleaners, glass cleaners, carpet
cleaners and more.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
Design for the Environment (DfE) Formulator
Initiative  works ~ with  cleaning  product
manufacturers interested in improving the
environmental performance of their products.
The DfE program reviews ingredients and
recommends safer alternatives. DfE does not
recommend or endorse products, but
companies that reformulate their products
based on its
recommendations  are O
eligible to use the DfE &/
logo on their product. k=44 ‘
The logo indicates that % ’
the DfE review team has OUS EPA
screened each o
ingredient in the product for potential human
health and environmental effects and that,

ot



http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/linc/HF823_Enrolled.pdf
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/purchasing_guides/cleaners/products/?show=records&table=cleaners&page=1&rc_sp=1&rc_ep=5#rc_top
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/purchasing_guides/cleaners/products/?show=records&table=cleaners&page=1&rc_sp=1&rc_ep=5#rc_top
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/purchasing_guides/cleaners/products/?show=records&table=cleaners&page=1&rc_sp=1&rc_ep=5#rc_top
http://www.ecologo.org/
http://www.greenseal.org/
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/index.htm

based on currently available information,
predictive models, and expert judgment, the
product contains only those ingredients that
pose the least concern among chemicals in
their class.

Green Certified products are available from
many suppliers. lowa Prison Industries (IPI)
sells TerraGreen Products, certified by Green
Seal, which are mixed at the women's
correctional facility in Mitchellville. Another
source for green cleaning products is the US
Communities  contract  which is a
competitively bid  cooperative  contract
available to state governments, cities,
counties and schools.


http://www.iaprisonind.com/html/prodserv/chemclean/ccgreen.asp
http://www.uscommunities.org/
http://www.uscommunities.org/

